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away fishing; I have learned it from the Captain.”
We thought it wise, however, not to disregard this
information, seeing that there was some probability
of its truth. Accordingly, we prepared our domes-
tics to be ready to conform in any event to the holy
will of God; in truth they prepared themselves rev-
erently, but with the defermination, nevertheless,
they said, not to die with their arms folded, unwill-
ing to let themselves be murdered without making
some defense. As for ourselves, we were resolved
calmly to await death before the holy Altar.

I immediately departed from our Residence of la
Conception to inform our Father Superior, who was
at the Residence of saint Joseph, of all that was tak-
ing place. Upon the evening of my departure, one
of our best friends came in haste to seek the Fathers
whom I had just left, in order that they should
appear before those who could not endure, without re-
gret, that we should live. He spoke to us in these
terms: ‘‘ Come quickly, and answer to the council;
you are dead men!’ They found all the Old Men
assembled with the Captain who had treated us so
badly in the other councils. At first, this man spoke
to them sharply on the subject of the contagion, the
cause of which he attributed to the black robes,—say-
ing, above [27] all, that when Echon came up to the
country again, fully four years ago, he had said that
this visit would be only for five years, and, lo, the
appointed time had almost expired; that this wicked
man had already profited too much by their ruin, and
that therefore a general council was demanded, in
order to hear him thereupon, and to end the matter.
Our Fathers, without showing any astonishment, told
them that it was well, and they should hold another



